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TO THE 
Right Honourable 
WILLIAM Id DIGBY, 
BARON DIGBY 


Gealhil in Jzeland. 


My Lord, | | 
Fin T Preach'd this Sermon to my 
own Pariſh, T had no Defien to 

make it more publick. But ſmce 

your Lordſhip deſires at ſhould come 
abroad, T readily ſubmit to it. For, beſides the juſt 
and great Regard T have to your Lordſhip's Requeſt, 
T would not be wants mm any thing, that may ſerve, 
though in a very ſmall meaſure , to do Honour to that 
moſt dear, and exemplary Saint , your deceaſed Bro- 
ther. T am conſcious that the Draught I have made 
of bim is ery imperfeft : but ſuch as it is , it ſets 
out many things moſt worthy to- be imitated , which 
may render it no loſt Labour to theWorld. Todo Right 
mdeed to the Subje&t , I ſhould ſpeak m Proportion to 
what be deſerved : but to do ſervice among thoſe that 
ſurvive , the ſaying any thing almoſt of him is ſuffici- 
ent ,, fince it muſt needs be worth Mens while to hear 
A%; : any 
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any Particulars remarqued upon , where almoſt all are 
excellent. 4nd fo long as his Charatter may benefit 
ethers, were he on Earth again , he, whoſe ſtu- 
died care it was to do good, and ſhun the praiſe of it, 
would readily pardon all the well-meant Errors and 
Defefts cf the Compiler , which make it wanting to 
bis own Flonour. And I am well aſſured your Lord- 
ſhip, who ſucceeds him in his Virtues , as well as in his 
Eſtate and Honour, will do ſo too. 

In particular, my Lord, I hope your Lordſhip will 
reap Benefit by theſe Papers. For to your own 
Stock of an excellent good Nature, and Religions Prin- 
ciples, yeu-have made the diſcreet Choice of his admi- 
rable Exaniple to improve both , and have already tran- 
ſcribed it , -in ſome choice and commendable Methods, 


' God grant your Lordſhip a laſting Continuance , and 


daily increaſe of thoſe Noble Endowments , which make 


you Brothers m Virtue as well as m Blood, that you 


may not only equal, but exceed him im all thoſe Excellen- 
cies and Pious Pualities , which ſet him out for a rare 
Pattern, and injoy a much longer Life , wherein to 
diſplay , and do good to the World with them. This, 
my Lord, is, and always muſt be the moſt hearty 


Prayer of, 
Your Lordſhip's 


"aaa | _ In moſt Aﬀectionate 
_—_ 30. Duty and Service, 


John Kettlenell. 
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Preached at 
Coles- Hill in Warwick shire, © 
Fanuary 24. 1685. 
On occaſion of the DEATH 


, OF THE 
Right Honourable 


SIMON Id DIGSBT, 


On Heb. 6. 12. | 


That ye be not flothful , but followers of them, who 
througn Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes. 


| NE of the beſt Encouragements to aQ,. 
eſpecially in difficult and perilous Under- 
takings, is other Mens Examples. And . 
the Argument, which is like to have 
moſt force, and preyail moſt in Examples, 


-> Is their good Events, when we ſee others, under the: 

; *#* ſame Diſadvantages and Hardſhips we ſuffer, to injoy 
dhe ſame Divine Aids whereon we reſt, and meet 
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at laſt with the ſame ſucceſs which we hope for. And 
this Argument the Apoſtle uſes in this place, to per- 
{wade the Hebrew Converts, to Conſtancy and Perſe- 


. verance in the Faith. We deſire, ſays he, that as hither- 


F vp, 


+ #4, x0. 25. 
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to ye have ſhown love towards Goa*s Name 10 a free Pro- 
tefſion of Religion , and miniſtred to the Saints, who 
ſuffer for him #7 ( thereby openly owning and avowing 
both him and them ) fo ye would ſtill continue to ſbew 
the ſame diligence to the full aſſurazce of your Hope unto 
the end. That ye be not flothful and + faint-hearted, 
like thoſe cowardly Apoſtates mentioned v. 6. whoſe 
cale is deſperate,” but followers of them', who through 
Faith and Patience tnherit the Promiſes. 

That which he particularly notes in theſe Examples, 
15 their Fazth, and Patience. Their Faith, that is their 
firm truſt in God, ang belief of his Promiſes, relying on 
his Word under all Tryals. - And their Patience, that is, 
their perſeverance in this Truſt and expettation under all 
Delays, and conſtant adherence to him under all Difficul- 
ties. Theſe zwo the A4poſile ſingles out from among 
many. others , becauſe they. particularly ſerve his 
Purpofe, which is to preſs Perſeverance 12 the Faith, 
neither totally abjuring and falling off from Chriſt , as 
fome had done v. 6; nor for/aking the Publick Aſſem- 
blies mt perilous Ttmes as f others did, which would 
ſhortly end in it : which Perſeverance is beſt ſecured 
by theſe two Virtues. But good Examples give in- 
Rtances' of many other” Virtues'wherein they are to be 
followed; and are equally ſerviceable to all other Dy- 
ries as well as theſe: and in'that latitude I ſhall con- 
fider them in the enſuing Diſcourſe. 

This Text excites the Hebrews to diligence in good 
Works, from the Examples of deceaſed Saints, who 
are'now' reaping the Reward of all their former Pains, 

and. 
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and inherit the Promiſes. And intreating on it, I ſhall . 
1, Show what aſe we are to make of Piows Mens 
Examples. | "1. FO 
2. Propoſe one to your imitation. .- | 
I. 1 ſhall ſhow what afe we are to make of Pious Mes 
Examples. © 8 
- A good Example is both a very i/fru;jve, and iz- 
 gaving thing. And the Examples of deceaſed Saints, 
have more 'Power 'and Efficacy than the Examples 
of the /ivinz. For nothing gives us ſo juſt an Eſti- 
mate of any Excellencies, as the loſs of them. - And 
when once good Men are gone, there is no more 
Emulation , to make: thoſe that ſurvive detra& from 
what was imitable and praiſe-worthy in them. And 
after their Deaths, - we look upon them not only as 
Good, but as Bleſſed, and ſo are apt to be influenced 
the more by their Virtues, becauſe of our Veneration 
for their Perſons and Memories. And theſe the Apoſtle 
here propoſes , direCting us to look up to thoſe, who 
are now no longer Candidates and Expe&ants, but 
inherit the Promiſes. 
Now the uſe we are to make of their Examples, is 
both for a Leſſon ro dire? and teach, and allo for a 
Motive to hearten and excite us to an imitation of their 
Virtues. 
1. We muſt uſe the Examples of Good Men for a Leſ- 
fon, to direft and guide us in the way of Goodneſs. 
Examples are more plainly inſtructive than Precepts. 
For Precepts preſcribe Virtue in general Terms, which 
afterwards needs farther Reaſoning to ſupply Circum- 
ſtances, and accommodate them to particular Occa- 
ſions, But Examples ſhew it in particular inſtances, 
attired in all its various Forms and Circumſtances, 
and fitted for PraQtice; ſo that when they are in ſight, 
we 
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we have nothing left todo, but to follow whatwe ſee 
before us. And this uſe our $:viour direfts us to. make 
of his Example, to look upon his Life asa Sermn, and 
make his PraQtice our in{truQtion, Learn of me,. for 
I am meek and lowly Matt. 11. 29, 

But in this uſe, of /carning our duty from Good Exe 
amples, we mult rake care tohuſe ſuch acts of Good Men 
for our imitation,. as had a law of God to dire them. Good 
Mens examples. are no warranty to our Conſciences, 
when they arealone, They makeour duty plainer by 
Hluftrating: Gods Laws; ſo that they help. our under- 
ſtanding of what is good, when there is a Law with 
them. But they do not make any thing a duty with- 
out. a Law, and much leſs can they authoriſe any ation 
which is againſt a Law-'of God : ſo that we muſt nos 
think it enough to juſtify us in any aftion, that any 


good Men have done the ſame. 


. tr. We may not imitate all the Aitions of Good Men ; 
becauſe no Men are perfectly good in this World, but 
have a mixture of Good and Evilin them. They have 


not only Virtues to be followed, but over. ſights and 


Humane Paſſions to be pttyed and avoided, And theſe 
being faults and blemiſhes 1n them, cam giveus no ſecu- 
Tity in following them. 

2. We may not imitate all fuch aits of theirs, as the 
Scripture vecites without blaming. Such is Jacob and 
Rebekkah's fraud, in making 41;zd Iſaac go out of his 
way, and Stealing away Eſau's bleſſing. Ger. 27. And 
Holy David's putting his friend Jonathan, to excuſe his 
not attending upon $2 at the Feaſt of the New Moon; 
by makinga teign'd Story for him, 1. Sam. 20, 5, 6. 
And by fuch another fiftion getting the Shew-bread and 
Golial*s Sword from Ahimelech, which occaſionedthe 
death of for ſcore. and. five of the Prieſts, and of all the 


inhabitants, 


the Deathof the Lozd DIGBY. 


inhabitants, not only Men, but alſo Momen and Children 
inthe City of Neb. 1. Sam. 2:., &c, 22 lhefe, with 
other ſuch like ations of Good Men, the Scripture 
relates by way of bare Hiſtory and Nazrative, without 
making deſcanrs and reflections, or paſſing any cen- 
ſure on them. But the ſilence of the Holy Þ-n-men 1n 
this Point, isno gn of their Approbation. God has 
plainly enough laid down rhe Rules, whereby Men 
ought to act in thele caſes, and from which we are to 
judge of their actions. And therefore having relatcd the 
facts wh:ch were done, they leave others to bring them 
to the Rules, and ſee whether they are according to 
them. When any Good mans aQion then is related in 
Scripture, *tis no ſufficient juſtification of it to lay it 
iS ot cenſured, unleſs it canbe ſhewn moreover that it 
IS wot lyable to cenſure , that 1s, that it is againſt no Law 
of God, which both the Holy Pen-menand weare to 
cenſure and judge of all Ations by. 

Nay further, 

3. We may not imitate all ſuch Ations, as we find juſti- 
fied and commended in the Scriptures. The Reaſon of this 
1s, becauſe the Scriptures commend, not only purely 
virtuous, but alſo mixt a&ions, which are only juſtifi- 
ableon ſome accounts, but culpable on others. Thus 
the Lordin the Parable doth by his zeedy Steward, who 
at his going off provides for his future ſubſiſtence 
among his Lords Tenants, by a falle Stating of his Ma- 
ſters accounts : he commended the unjuſt Steward that he 
had donewiſely. Luk, x6. 8. Where, though the Lord 
commends his fore-ſight , that he ated Providently, 
yet, had hedeſign'd to ſpeak to it, he would as much 
have blamed his fraud and diſhoneſty. And thus our 
Saviour doth by David, when he ſpeaks of his eating the 
Shew-bread : he juſtifies his earzas of it, though it were 

appropriated 
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appropriated to the Prieſts, and 'was Holy, becauſe all 
that was ſuperſeded by his Hunger and neceſſity. Aare, 
12.3, 4. But although he there maintuins his eating 
of the Holy Bread, yet are we not thence to conclude 
he would alſo have defended that falſhood whereby he 
procured it. 1 Sam. 21. 2. Thus S:+. Paul, among 
his other Worthies, praiſes Gideon, and Samſon, and 
Tephtha, Heb. 11.3e. But that which he would recom- 
mend to imitation among us from their Practice, is on- 
ly their faith, not their Hoſtilities and Marlite invaſions. 
And the like judgment we may reaſonably paſs upon 
the Commendation given to the Ezyptian Midwives, 
who with their Pious Charity in ſaving the lives of poor 
Innocents , joyn'd falſhood to their own Prince, to 
whom, whea they reply*d any thing atall, they ought 
not to have given a falſe anſwer in their examinations, 
Therefore, ſays Moſes, God dealt well with the Midwives, 
and made them Houſes, thereby not approving their in- 
fincerity, but only rewarding their Pious Charity. Exod. 
1. V. 16. tov. 22. In theſe, and the like inſtances, 
when the Good part in a mixt action is the moſt emt- 
nent, as in the caſe of the Midwives ; or when the ill 
part happen'd through a pityable fear, and great tempta- 
rion to it, as 1n the caſe both of them, and David: God, 
who is much more prone to approve than to ſpy faults, 
and had rather obſerve what may make for us, than 
what would make againſt us, is pleaſed oit-times to take 
notice of the virtues of his ſervants, which are to their 
Praiſe, without mentioning the defeas intermixt , 
which would be to their diſparagement. But becauſe 
in the'e mixt actions God commends what he lixzes, we 
muſt not think that he allo approves what his Law for- 
bids and puniſhes: The ill part of good mens Actions, 
their faults and defets, are no ground of his commen- 
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dation, and ſocan give no warranty for our imitation 
of them. 

One example, indeed, there is, which 1s perfeQaly 
without ſin, and that is the example of our Bleſſed S- 
viour, who did no fin, neither was guile found in his Mouth. 
1. Pet. 2.22, But although we are ſecure, that in his 
example nothing juſtly deferv*d blame, yet muſt we 
not draw evenitasa Rule in all Points for our imitation. 
For he was a Perſon of a moſt peculiar office and ſtati- 
on, and many things which he did were 1n virtue of 
that, which are not compatible to us that follow him. 
He * f:/ted forty days and forty nights, at his entrance up- * aa, 4: :. 
on the office of being a Law-giver to the Church, as 
+ Moſes had done helbre him. He mhipe the buyers and + x,4q.,,.24. 
ſellers out of the Temple, and overthrew the T ables of the 
Mony Changers, without any viſible authority of a publick 
Character or warrant from the Magiſtrate, but only as 
he was the + So of” God, and becaule the Spirit of Zele Þ 7oh-2-15,17, 
was upon him. He * freely and opezly reproved the Scribes * yy. 2;, 
and Phariſees, thoſe great Rulers among the Jews, and 
call'd King Herod + Fox, by virtue of his Prophetical + Lib. 13. 32, 
Commiſion. Thele, and ſeveral other things he ated, 
not as an ordinary perſon, by his pattern to lead on 0- 
ther Men : but as being ated by an extraordinary Spirit, 
and in purſuit of his mediatory office and underraking, 
which is a thing wherein we muſt not pretend to im1- 
tate him, 

? Tis true, our Lord's example is a Rule to dire us in 
our duty, and he intended it ſhould be fo, calling us to be 
his /o1lowers by treading in the ſame ſteps, and to be 
meek and lowly, as we law he was. But in taking 
Meaſures of our duty from it, we m1? not conclude any 
thing a auty barely from his Pattern, but only where his 
Laws ſay the ſame, For not tobe minute 1n all the parti- 

B 2 culars, 
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culars, wherein our Blefſed Saviour's example may 
inttruEt us, the ſafeſt and eaſieſt argument from his 
atio!'s in this caſe, is when they are inſtances and 11- 
luſtrations of his own Precepts. Ir is not his practice, 
but his command that makes any thing a duty, and 
when he pradtiſes according to 1t, that exemplitiesrhe 
coirmandiment in its lively forms and circumſtances, and 
is a more ſenſible manifeſtation of the duty injoyn'd 
by it. The adding of his practice, w here he has given 
a Precepr, ſerves tor a clearer illuſtration of it; but if 
there be no precept, his practice alone doth not bind, 
nor wake any thing become a duty which before was 
not one. And accordingly thoſe inſtances, wherein 
theScriptures recommend his example to us, are things 
injoyn'd by his own Laws. As when wearebid to be 
me k ind lowly, as he was, Vatr. 11. 29; toinkerit the 
virtue of Bi/iz2 our Perſecutors and Slanderers from 
his practice, 1 Pet. 3. 9 ; to follow his ſteps in a Patient 
Reſien'd endurance of unjuſt ſufferings, without r21ling 
or wrathful returns, « Pet. 2. 20, 21, 23. and the 
like. x 

And as this is true of the example of Chriſt, ſo like- 
wiſe of the Examples of other Holy Perſons recorded 
in Scripture. For even their unmixt Actions, which 
were not blameable in them, are ſometimes unft for 
our imitation, being perform'd in purſuit of peculiar offices, 
or authorized by ſuch circamſtarces of things and other ſpeci- 
al tnanucements, As th:y had at that time, and which do 
not agree tows in common with them. 

1. Several of their Actions, which the Scripture juſti- 
fes, were by virtue of immediate divine warranty and com- 
mi//ion, which would have fallen under a juſt cenſure,but for 
that reaſon. Thus the Iſraelites - borrowed of the Egyptians, 
and pay'd not again, becauſe God, the lupreme Diſpoſer 

of 
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ofall mens Goods, had giventhem that expreſs Directi- 
on. Þ Phixeas, though a private Man, did a Pablick 
aft of juſtice apona Malefattor, without expeQting the 
torms of Law and the Magiltrates order tor it, becauſe 
he had a Particular Divine impulſe (a thing fomerimes 


vouchſafed under the Jew: diſpenſation) and the Spirit 
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of Zele was upon him. * Fehu rook Arms againſt the * > King. g. 


Houſe of Ahab, and flew his Maſter Foram by a particular 
command of God, which would have been a moſt deteſta- 
ble Treaſon and Rebellion without it. The Holy Pro- 
phets are moſt publick and plain in their reproofs, both 


of Princes and Prieſts, calling them * Companions of * 1.x, 1o 23. 


7 bieves, Rulers of Sodom, | Blind Watchmen, Dumb 


Dozs, greedy Dogs, and the like, becauſe there were 


ſuch Profligate Powers then, and though they were 
in Authority, this was xo criminal ſpeaking evil of digni- 
zies, becauſe the Prophets ſpoke not of themſelves, 
but only delivered Gods Meſſage, which hg had pur in- 
to their Mouths. Theſe bold and open reprehenfiogs 
of higher Powers were good in them, becaule the Lord 
had bidden them. But this is no juſtification at all 
to the b/ack-01th'd Quakers, and other railing Rabſhekah's 
of our time, who. have neither the like juit occaſion, 
nor, .if they had, can reaſonably pretend to any. ſuch 
prophetical office and commiſſion. 

2. Other of their Attions were commendable upon 
their ſuitablenefs to the preſent circumſtances and particular 
ſtate of things at that time, which would have deſeruvd no 
praife, but rather reproof at another ſeaſon. Such was 
David's eating the Shew-bread 1n the preſſing neceſſity of 
his Hunger, and when he could have noother ; which 
had been unjuſtifiable and blame-worthy out of thar 
circumſtance, and at any time when common Bread 


was tobehad; Such allo was Sj. Parls F circumciſing 
Timothy, 


T I. 56, 10, 
Il. 


AF. 15, Þy %.. 


+ Atﬀ. 4+ 345 


35. 
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add bay ſtubborn contemaers of Church-orders, and notorious evil 
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Timathy,when he choſe him out ro gather Fewiſh Converts, 


becauſe that would help him to gain upon the Fews, 


who at that time having a great devotion to the Law 
of Moſes, would not only be ſlow to receive inſtruction 
trom, but alſo to give accels and converſe freely with an 
uncircumciſed perſon. But becauſe he did it in this 


advantageous circumftance, we mult not conclude it 


may be done inditferently in any others, or to comply 
with their error, who reſs the neceſſity of crrcumciſion 
and the Law of Moſes: 1n which alteration of the caſe, 
the Apoſtle himſelf was fo far from doing the ſame a- 
oain, that he-inflexibly refuſed to circnmeiſe Tirus when 
the neceſlity of it was urged upon him by the falſe Bre- 
thren and Judaizers, Gal. 2. 3, 4, 5. Such again was 
the prattice of + havizg all things common at Feruſalem, 
when the neceſſities of the poor Saints could not other-. 
wile be ſupplyed, and the confiſcations coming upon 
the Church for Chriſt's ſake, would let no Chriſtian 
there call any thing his own long. And the Apoſto- 
lical Rules of * holding no acquaintance Or commerce with 


livers, which, whilſt the Church was encompaſſed 
with Heathens, ſo that its own members would ſeek 
ſhelter from it, and the offenders were fewer in Num- 
ber, and fo unable to protect themſelves, was like to 
reduce them. Theſe practices were good then becauſe 
prudent 1n their circumſtances, and proper for that 
ſeaſon: but would not deſerve the like approbation in 
thoſe, who ſhould go toimitate them unſeaſonably at 
another time, 

3. Laſtly, Some Attions of good Men, particu- 
larly under the Old Teſtament , were juſtifiable whilſt 
that Diſpenſation ſtood, which would be criminal in us 
zow, who are under a Law more perfett, Such was Þ Elias's 
calling 
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calling down Fire from Heaven upon his Adverſaries, 

which agreed well enough with that State. But when 

the Diſciples James and John went about to do the like, 

and pleaded his Example in juſtification of it, Je/as 

rebuked them , and told them his Diſpenſation required 

another mann. of Spirit, Luk. 9. $4, $5+ | Such alſo 

are the Liberties, of h:vinz2 many Wives, of putting 

mvay their Wives for every cauſe and diſlike, of curſing 
Enemies and praying down Judgments upon their Heads, 

which no good Chriſtian muſt preſume to do, becauſe 

he finds it done + often by haſy David in the P/alms, + 7. 35, 
and by * others of the holy Prophets, ſince our Saviour qu 
has our-ſtripp*d Moſes , and rais'd our Duty higher in * Tr —_ 
theſe Points. 

As to this uſe then of goaod Mens Examples, viz. taking 
the information and meaſures of .our Duty from them ; 
their Examples are not ſufficient to,warrant our Con- 
ſciences when they are alone, but only when we ſee 
the Law and Rule too which they went upon. It. 4s 
not enovgh to juſtifie us in any AQtiqn, that they did 
it , unleſs 1t may appear that they did well ifit.,, and 
that ir is according to Law, which ſhews-what they 
ought to do. Their praQice 15 nct to give. Laws:,. byt 
is-1t {elf to be ruled and judged by them, as! pyrs 15. 
If they act againſt any Law of God, that Law con- 
demns them, and fo will never juſtifie us for followin 
them in an unlawful thing. But if theyaGed —_ 
ing toit, we may ſafely tollow them : but that is ggt 

: upon the authority of their Pattern, but of God's Law, 

| which juſtifies both us and them. They are only his 

Laws, not other Mens Practice, Lye fern" muſt 

3 judge us. God (hall judze the World according. to 7A 

| Geſpel, Jays St. Paul, Rom, 2. 16.,andimy: Word ſhall 

judze Men at the laſt day, lays our, Savzpur,; ob; 4:.4Þ. 
| : MN ge n 


| 
| 
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And if Laws mult govern our Sentence., bare Exam. 
ples withour Laws cannever be {u;Hcient to guide and 
authorize our prattice. So that in learning: our Duty 
from good Examples, we muſt ſeek to underſtand a 
Command more fully and uſefully by ſeeing it exem- 
plified , but not think 'bare Examples make Vir- 
tues , and-authorize Actions where there are no Com- 
mans at all. And this I have inſiſted the longer on, 
becauſe in judging of their Duty , Men are generally 
prone to build roo much upon the Examples of ſuch, 
as have been eminent for the Practice of it. They 
find it eaſier to follow what they ſee others do, than 
to enquire what they ought to do: and fo by an in- 
diſcriminate imitation, ſometimes turn thoſe Pious 
Examples, which were intended for the Souls moſt 
wholſom Food, into its Poiſon. 

2. The /econd ule we are to make of Pious Exam- 
ples, ts for a Motive, to hearten and excite us to an imi- 
ration of their Virtues, 

This is the moſt proper uſe of Examples, when 
Laws have made Duties, and eſtabliſh'd the goodneſs 
of ACtions, to be an argument and incitement to the 


-PraQtice of them. This end they ſerve, by working 


upon that natural Emulation which is in Men, who 
care not to be out-done in an advantageous or 
praiſe-worthy thing , and ſeeing others reap Ho- 
nour or Happineſs trom any Performances, are there- 
by much incited to attempt the ſame. Now the 
Example of Pious Perſons ſpurs us on to an imita- 
tion of their Virtues, both as it ſhews the Perfor- 
mance of our Duty to be very deſirable, and fairly 
poſſible. | 

1. As it ſhews it very deſirable, and inflames us 
with a noble eagerneſs, and earneſt lonzing to do as 


they 
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they have done, That which principally doth this in 
Examples, is the hoourable end, and happy event of them : 
for the Glory and Greatneſs of the Rewards ſhews the 
delirablenels of any Service, and is fitteſt to work upon 
our Emulation. And this the Scripture particularly di- 
res us to look to in the Examples of Holy Men. Te 
have heard of the Patience of Job, and bave ſeen the end of 
the Lord, how bountifully he rewarded him for it, fays 
St. Fames to the Jewiſh Converts, when he exhorted 
them to bear 4lidtion patiently as he did, Jam. 5. 10,11. 
In running eur hard Race with Patiexce, lays St. Paul, 
let us look unto Jeſas , who endured much worſe , and 
zs now ſet down tor it at the rieht hand of God, Heb. 12. 
1,2. Be ye followers of them, ſaith the Apoſtle in the 
ſame Text, who through Faith and Patience inherit ths 
Promiſes. And remember them , who have ſpoken to you 
the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow, conſidering the end of 
their Converſation, and what Eternal 'Bliſs they got 
by it, H*b.13. 79. Thus doth the Scripture propoſe 
the end of their Services, their purchaſed Glories and 
Rewards, as the moſt Powertul Argument to en- 
kindle noble Deſires in others, and gain Followers. 
So that if we would give our ſelves the Benefit of De- 
ceaſed Saints Examples, we muſt conſider the Bliſsful 
End of them, and often reflet, how their Piety has 

laced them 1n a ſtate of moſt pure, perfet, and end- 
els Happineſs, where they are at abſolute Reſt from 
all their Labours, and eternally exempt from all Sor- 
rows, Fears, and Cares; where they injoy all their 
Hearts can deſire, and live always in the Preſence, 
and about the Throne of God, whence they daily re- 
ceive Communications ineffable, and Glories incom- 


| parable, and ſuch raviſhing Delights, and inward 
C 


Satisfactions, 


13 | 


14. 


A Sermon Pzeached at 


SatisfaCtions, as no Fancy can reach till we come to: 
feel them, all which they are to injoy for evermore. 
This is the incomparable Reward of all the good they 
did, and a due and ſerious Conlitderation of it will 
inflame in us an Emulous Deſire, and mightily ingage. 
us to do the ſame. EO . | 


2. Their Example encourages us to imitate their 
Virtues, as it ſhews ſuch imitation farr!y - poſſible. 
They were Men of like Paſſions., Over-ſights, and 
Infirmities ; and ſubject to like Trials .and Tempta- 
tions. with *our ſelves. And fince notwithſtanding all 
theſe Difficulties and - Diſcouragements , they were 
ſucceſsful in their virtuous Attempts, we may juſtly 
take Heart, and hope to be ſo too. For our Dil- 
couragements are no greater than theirs were, and 
our Aſſiltances from the Spirit and good Providence 
of God will be no leſs. He will be the ſame in all 
Times, to all that labour in expeCation of: his Aid, 
and Faith of his Gracious Promiſes. So that if we will 
:mitate their Labours, we may promiſe our ſelves to 
experiment their Succeſs, and to proſper and be vi- 
Atorious as they have been before us. And this uſe 
alſo the Scripture makes of good Examples. St. Paul 
endeavours to. ſupport the Faith and Patience of the 
Corinthians, by telling them zhere hath no Temptation 
taken them , but ſuch as ts common to Man, 1 Cor. 10. 17. 
and: St. Peter bids the perſecuted Chriſtians be fedfaft 
in the Faith, kuowing, that the ſame Affliftions are ac- 
compliſh'd in their Brethren , which are in the World, 
1 Pet. 5. 9 : and St. Pazl. exhorting the Hebrews to 
Patieace in their Race, ſets before them the Cloud 
of Witneſſes, who were Glorious in their Succeſſes, 

2 though 
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though of like Paſſions and Trials with themſelves, 
Heb. 12.1. Thus to {trengrhen his Faith in God's 
mercy, the Pſalmiſt ſays he will remember his won- 
ders of 0'd, and talk of his doings tor others, which 
would incourage him: to hope for the fame himſelf, 
'P/al. 77,11, 12. And St. Pau! tells the Corinthians, 
that whether he be :ffhicted , or comforted , it is for 
their Conſolation and Salvation 3 and is effeftual in 
their enduring of th: ſame Sufferines which be ſuffers ; < 
they having thereby, not only God's Promiſe, but a!- 
{o his Experience toaſſure them of the fame ſupporr 
in their AfMictions, which he:found in his, 2 Cor.-1.6. 
Thus was one great Benefit they delign*d Men in 
propoſing good Examples to them , the overcoming 
their Diftidence, either of God, or of themſelves, 
and poflefſing them with igood Hopes of Sutcels in 
their Attempts ' after: any Virtues. And therefore 
if we would give our {elves a jult Advantage from 
the Examples of: Deceaſed Saints, we mult duly 
conſider their Diſcouragements and Afliſtances, 
and that as they were'of like Pafſions' and Tempta- 
tions with us: ſo ſhall we find like Grace' and 
Succeſs; with them., if' we -Þ faint not +18 a holy + z4. 12. 5. 
Undertaking. * + by 3 at9 23 ©, 


Having thus ſhou:n what uſe-we are to make of 
Pious Mens Examples , and, haw. fit they: are gi £i- 
ther to be Guides and, Dirxeciong to. our Conſct- 
ences , Or, a. Spur. and, incitement to- our! Praftice : 


I proceed now 
2. TO propoſe one to: your immation. E369 6 
It has pleaſed the All-wiſe God to take from us 


an excellent Perſon , who whilſt he lived was a 
I C 2 bright 
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bright Example, and a publick Good, whoſe Life 
could credit an Holy Religion, and whoſe Rank and 
Quality in the World aftord Intereſt and Support 
to it, He was a clear Inſtance of many noble Vir- 
tues, and both a diſcreet and zealous Stickler 'in 
promoting them. As for his Fuzeral, he deſired 
ir might be Private, without Splendor and Cere- 
mony , wherewith his Friends would otherwiſe 
have begun to pay Honour to his Memory. And 
this he did out of a Generous Contempt of world- 
ly Show and Pomp, and a fixt inclination of ex- 
preſſing his Liberality , which indeed was Great, 
in Pious and Charitable Works, which are things 
of ſolid uſe : Chuſing ſuch Methods of Expence, as 
were like to bring moſt Glory to God, and Good 
to Men, not ſuch as were only empty and unpro- 
fitable ſigns of Honour to himſelf. This way of 

arrying him to his Grave, occaſioned no Publick 
Meeting at his Funeral, which ſuperſeded ſuch 
Accounts, as might otherwiſe have been expeQed 
of him at that time. But Ithink an Example, from 
which-ſo much is to be learnt, ought not to pafs 
without ſome Remarques upon it. . And although 


| I do not intend a juſt and full Deſcription of him, 


yet that you of this Place, who have been Eye- 
Witneſſes of his Converſation, may not loſe the 
Benefit of ſuch a Pattern, I ſhall draw him our 


in ſome rude Lines for your imitation. And if 


we can. be ſo wiſe and careful as to imitate him, 
that will make a Recompence for our Loſs, and 
in part ſupply the want we muſt all expe to find 
of him. 


He 


——— 
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He was a Perſon of good underſtanding, without 
haughty opinions and conceit of his own knowledge, 
which 1s the greateſt hindrance to any mans gaining 
more, andgrowing wiſer. He wasof a quick, and 
clear apprehenſion; of a temper very fedate and 
calm, free to hear, and patient to conſider of ſuch 
reaſons, as were offer'd tohim 3 of ſagacity to direct 
his thoughts to the right mark, where the ſtreſs la 
in any point ; andof a well poys'd judgment, in aif. 
cerning which was the right ſide. He did not affe& 
to hear himſelf talk, and ingroſs the diſcourſe, but 
was induſtriouily careful to appear, as one that de- 
fired rather to learn than to teach, and to be free 
to hear other mens ſenſe, as wellas to give his own. 
But what he took occaſion to ſpeak, was pertinent 
and proper, with ſuch inſight into things, andjudi- 
cious conſideration of them, as made it well worth 
the Hearing. He hada very good talent of Reaſon, 
and was careful ſo toimploy it, as might enable him 
to give the beſt and moſt unblameable account of it, 
that is, in underſtanding himſelf and his own duty, 
in bringing Honour to God, and doing Good to Men, 
and fitting himſelf to be ſerviceable to his friends, 


and to his Country. | 


As for Religion, that was the height of all his aims, 
and the moſt open of all his Profeſſions, wherein he 
endeavot?d moſt to be a Good Proficient himſelf, and 
which he moſt ſought to Propagate among others, 
Of which, for your godly imitation, I ſhall give theſe 
following accounts 


He 
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Fe wasa perſon of ?r#? tenderneſs of conſcience, very 
impreſive, and ſoon touch'd with any thing , that 
had true goodneſs in it. But alchough he was thus 
juſtly render, yet he was not ofa ſcrupulous temper, 
/.e.apt to'run away from trifles, and ſtartle at ſuch 
rhings, as have in them no illneſs, or hurt at all. 
And to prevent being miſ-led into doubts and Per- 
plexities, by any unneceflary Rigors or -unwary ex- 
prefſions, which ſometimes occur in Good Books, he 
was ſtudiouſly careful to get diſtinct notions, and to 
diſcern what things recommended in them were mat- 
rers of neceſſary duty, and what only of Prudent ad- 
vice and Godly direQtion : which thing if it had been 
more remarqued by ſore that have written good 
Books, as well as by thoſe that read them, ſeveral 
laudable direCtions, that have occaſion'd much trouble 
to ſome Pious minds, would have proved only Pro- 
fitable Helps to mens Praftice, without engendring 
doubts and ſcruples, or any ways 1nſnaring of their 
Conlciences. 


Next to this true tenderneſs, and intire ſenſe of 
Duty, which I think is the firſt, and muſt always be 
the leading excellence in any Good Man, ſince our 
Practice of any duties muſt follow upon our opini- 
onsof them : T ſhall recommend to you his iztire care 
and'regard to obſerve all, This indeed, was the'Sum 
-ofall his Prayers, of his ſtudies, and endeavours, to be 
arruprightand mtire Man ;z. e. to have'aneye to all 
the cominandiments, and obſerve God in every thing 
he had required of him. 'To keep up a conſtant 
ſenſe of his weakneſſes and miſcarriages, he took 
daily accounts of his daily practice, belides _ 
; id 
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did with more care and exaQtneſs at ſet times. 
And hisexaminations of himſelf ſtood not only int' e 
moſt notorious and weighty duties, but alſo in ſuch 
others, as though Chriſt has equally injoyn'd, yet 
in the PraCtice, and too often in the opinion of the 
World, are leaſt obſerved. He judg'd himſelf for 
his zacharitable Surmiles, and hard cenſures, for his 
unwary propagating and reproachful falſhoods he had 
heard of his Brethren, nay for his aneceſſary utte- 
rance of any real miſcarriages he knew by them, for 
his omiſſions to diſcourage an ill thing, or to embrace and 
promote a Good one when it lay before him. Theſe, 
and ſuch other leſs obſerv'd errors of the Tongue, and 
ſins of converſation, and other leſs noted breaches 
of duty, for which, though Chriſt at laſt will judge 
us all, yet ſo many otherwiſe ſerious neglect to judge 


| and reform themſelves, were the matter of his ac- 


counts and confeſhions.. 


And when he had confeſs'd them, his care, like 


a Good Chriſtian, was to armed them, and to be. 


more watchful to prevent the. like again, The 


plain truth is, he carefully ſtudyed this Art, as one - 
that greatly deſired, and wiſely intended to be ex-- 


pert in it. And among all the Methods he took for 
this end, the principal were theſe. . | 


The chief cauſe why Men, who 1n the : General : 
aim and bent of their minds are ſet upon their duty, 
are yet for all that liable to tranſgreſs it, is becaule - 
it is ſlipt out: of their thoughts, _ they want a pre- - 


ſent ſenſe of it when they ſhould be govern'd by. it. 


To. prevent. this, his firſt care was.. what in. ow 
ay. 


" 
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lay to familiarize all particular duties to his mind, Tn 
order to this, oze way he choſe, was out of Books 
to extract a ſche ne, containing all particulars in a 
ſhort compaſs, which might eaſily be 1nured to His 
thoughts: another was, to have all the ſins he needed 
to confeſs, and the graces he was to beg of ( od, ſet 
downas particularly, as might be, in his daiiy deyo- 
tions. His great deſire and care was to make his 
Prayers ſerve for lefſons and inſtructions, that his 
confeſſions of Sin might ſhew him what he. was to 
ſhun, and his Prayers for Grace be monitors to his 
practice, and his daily Petitions to Almighty God, 
become Rules to himſelf, And intending thus to 
live according to his Prayers, he defired in them 
to be very particular in the Points of Practice, that 
in his daily devotion, he might nor only have the Be- 
nefit of a ſupplication, but withall the daily uſe and 
admonition of a Sermon. 


Having taken this care to maintain in himſelf 
a preſent lively ſenſe of all duties, his next care 
was tO ſtudy, what were the moſt expedite, eaſy, and uſe- 


ful Rules of prattiſing them. And after he had wiſely 


choſen, and propoſed theſe Rules to himſelf, he was 
careful to obſerve them, and took account of himſelf 
how he ſwerv'd from them : remembring in the mean 
time, that many of theſe rules were not neceſſary 
duties, but only prudent means, and ſuch as he had 
{et himſelf, but God had not preſcribed him. Theſe 
Rules, with the ſins, which by Nature or cuſtom, 
or the courſe of temptation, he was moſt expoſed to, 


" and which they were — to cure, he ſet down in 


writing. And that both his dangers, and his reme- 


dies, 
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dies, might be kept freſh and familiar upon his 
mind, his Method was to have two fxt days in every 
week, to peruſe and conſider of them, that ſo, if he did 
forget himſelf, it ſhould be bur for a ſhort time, and 
that within a very few days, he might return to his 
tormer Guardagain. 


In Sum, the courſeof his repentance was plainly 
a moſt ſtudied and contrived thing. He forethought 
ways, how 7o carry on good motions , how to prevent 
ſarprizes; or, when at any time he fell, how zo re- 
cover himſelf by an immeadtate repentance ; how to prepare 
for the temptations of any day, or buſineſs; how to 
maintain a conſtant tivelineſs of Heavenly Aﬀecti- 
- ons, by ſending up Divize Breathings and Ejacula- 
tions, not only every day, but almoſt every hour more 
or leſs. So that repentance was the Art he itudi- 
ed, and wes as truly his daily buſineſs, as ſome 
mens Trades and occupations, others vices, and 
the vanities and Diverſions of a third ſort are 
theirs. 


This was his care of good living in.the general, 
but I ſhall expoſe it ſtill nearer to your view and 
Godly imitation in ſome particulars, 


To begin with the Piety and Devotion of 
his Spirit , he had a Profound Honour and Reverence 
for Almighty God, and Love for Religion, which 
without the extremes, either of fear, or AﬀeCtati- 
on, he would openly profeſs and own in a licenti- 
ous and prophane Age, that thought ſuch preten- 
ces to Religion to _— want of Spirit or Breed- 


Ing. 
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ing. He dia not vnly take care ofthe Practice, but 
eſpoule the party of true godlineſs: he would 
bravely and wil.ly plead for it, and labour to gain 
Proſclytes to it. He had a compaſſionate ſenſe of 
the diFculiics and temptations that attend Men of 
Qu=2lity, througnthe Worlds adopting many wick- 
ed Practices 1nto Rules of Good breeding, and tix- 
ing ſuch ti:ings into Laws of Honour, as are 
not only a moſt open Breach of the plaineſt and 
moſt important Precepts of Religion, but the 
grofſelt ablurdities to any ſober reaſon and common 
diſcretion, And having wiſely conſider'd and pre- 
pared his own mind againſt them, where he could, 
he was glad to convince and ſ{trengthen others, and 
where he could not, he pitied and griev*d for them ; 
lamenting to ſee ſome, in other reſpeQs very wiſe 
and ſober Men, too deeply tainted with the com- 
monneſs of the infection. To ingage his friends to 
a ſerious and powerful ſenſe of Religion, he would 
follow them with Good Counſels, which he would 
manage diſcreetly, and time ſeaſonably, laying, 
walt for them in their moſt impreſſive Moods, 
eſpecially after any great dangers, or in the time 
of ſickneſs, and wherein he would reaſon clearly, 
endeavoring to convince and perſuade them , both 
from the cogent Reaſon of things, and from the 
more affecting 'argument of his own experience. 
Whilſt he lived, he would urge them by advice and 
1mportunities, and at his death, by the moſt af- 
fectionate Meſſages and dying Intreaties. In Pur- 
ſuit of this end he would ſtoop to any thing, and 
ſometimes make himſelf a companion: of mean 
Perſons, not only ſending Books or _—_— to 

them, 
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them, but making repeated Perſonal Addreſſes, 
and beconing a Preacher to them himſelf} And 
as for his Servants and Dependants, wirh the 
care of whom he knew God had particularly 
intruſted him, he was more eſpecially careful to 
have them told their Duty, and obſervant how 
they practiſed it, teaching them to honour the 
Name of Cod, to attend duly upon his worſhip 
in the Church, and particularly upon that 
higheſt inſtance of it, the Holy Sacrament, to be 
conſtant at Prayersin his own family , and fre- 
quently taiing Notice of ſuch as negleQed them , 
declaring that his buſineſs ſhould not be admitted as 
their hindrance and excuſe. Thus was he refolv'd, 
fo far aseither his Perſwaſions, Example, or Autho- 
rity would prevail with them, that they who ſerv'd 
him, ſhould fear and ſerve his Lord and Maſter 
£00. 


And then as for his Prayers and Dewvwo- 
tions, which are the very vital Breath of a 
Religious Spirit, as in his Clo/et, fo in Publick, 
he gave an example moſt worthy to be imita- 
ted, ſhewing both much Zeal, and diſcretion in 
them. 


Fe was, as you all know, a Careful and: conſtant 
Attender upon Gods Publick worſhip, and 1o delirous 
to bring others to do the ſame, that when for 
the convenience of the family, he has on any felti- 
vals firſt had the ſervice of God at home, to induce 
others by his example, he has ſeveral . gumes gone 

preſently after to Church to have it there again. 
| D 2 And 
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And in this he was not content to attend by halves, but 
was careful to come to the beginning of rhe ſervice : 
ſincerely deſiring rather to came b-fore the.time, 
and with Patience wait the Beginning of the Prayers, 
than loſe «ny part of them. For he thought it ar- 
gued a great coldneſs, and want of Zeal for God, as in- 
deed it doth, to uſe delays 1n paying him attendance, 
and though they be as forward as any 1in expet- 
ing of a Bleſſing tiom him, yer to be among the 
hindmoſt when any Honor and ſervice 1s to be paid 
to him : wherein I hope thoſe among you, who are too 
remiſs in this Point, will learn to follow him. And as 
for the Holy Sacrament, though he was laborious in 
recollection , and much in devotion againſt that 
tire, yet were the returns of it, whereat he was 
always a devout attendant, fo far from being a Bur- 
den to him, that he ſeveral times defired they might 
be more often. | 


Thus careful and conftant an Attender was he up- 
on the Publick Worſhip and Service of God. And 
whilſt he was at Church, weall know the Gravizy, 
the Reverence and Devoutneſs of his carriage. 


His Behaviour there was grave and compoſed , 
and a Habit of ſeriouſneſs vilibly dwelt upon his 
Spirit ; which teſtified a mind duly ſenſible, thar 
there he was in the more eſpecial preſence of A]. 
mighty God, and negotiating Aﬀairs of greateſt 
moment , which require the utmoſt intention of 
mind, and arenot to be undertaken by a Light and 
trifling, a remils and ſtupid, a deſultory and care- 
leſs Sprrit. 


It 


Ma TOI 
CONE IIINT _ Eu re 


the Death of the Lozd DIGBY. 


It was allo very Reverert, and in Decznt fhov 
of Protound Humility and Submiſſion of Spiric, to 
his aweful apprehenſions of God, adding humble 
and reſpectful Poſtires, and praying always upon 
his Knees. For which he had ſo Conſcientious a 
Regard himſeif, that as he has told me, he was 
really ſcandalized to ſee the careleſs , negleCtful, 
and misbecoming Geſtures ſome others would 
uſe at Church 1n their Prayers : being uneaſie in 
himſelf to ſee men, even when they profels'd to 
honour and pray to God, to do it in ſuch care- 
leſs Poſtures as ſhew*d not Honour but Negle&, 
and wherein, though they preſume ro pray to 
God, yet rhey dare not come to Petition any 
Powerful , or Great man. 


And as for the Devotion of his Heart , when he 
apneared among you in any Publick Worſhip, 
how eaſily might you obſerve a Spirit Greatly and 
Piouſly aftefted ? How humble , and hearty was 
he in his Confeſſions, how fervent in Holy De- 
ſires, how affeAionate in Praiſes and Thankſpi- 
vings? In a word, he diſcover'd a profound ſenſe 
of God's Majeſty and adorable Excellencies, a full 
Conviction of his own Meanneſs and Sinfulneſs, 
and an high Eſteem and ardent Deſires of the 
Favour of God, and of the Mercies of another 
World. All which Devout Tempers and Ap- 
prehenſions were livelily drawn out 1n his outward 
Meen , and yet without appearance of Vanity 


and Oſtentation. 
This 
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This was the Religious Behaviour of this Pious 
and excellent Perſon towards Almighty God. And 
as tor his Carriage among Men, It was {uch as became 
a Heart ſo piouſly and devoutly affected. 


He was a Perſon remarkably Temperate, His 
Quality and Fortune would have ſupply'd him- with 


any thing, to gratifie and careſs any Senſe and 


Appetite : But in the midlt of ail thele , he choſe 
rather to deny himſelf, and triumph over them. 
The Power of abſtaining from whar Meat, and 
Senſual Delight he pleaſed, was a Point of Virtue 
he particularly affected : and this made him ſo 
far from indulging the Body, that he burden'd 
it with more Severity than his Friends thought ir 
could well bear. And. as for his Sobriery in a 
Temperate uſe of Drink, to ſay he would not ex- 
ceed himſelf, is but a ſmall part of his Praiſe, 
who, ſo far as he could help it, would by no 
means ſuffer it in others. He would lay no Snares 
'to- draw in others to excels, nor ſuffer it to be 
done by thoſe, that depended on him. Nay, if 
any Perſons were inclinable to over-load ther- 
ſelves, his Conſcience would not allow him to ſeek 
the Reputation of being Hoſpitable, by miniſtring 
to their Exceſs. For he thought, and he thought 
truly , that'to- miniſter to any Vice, is to partake 
1n other Mens Sins. And that a Man may as in- 
nocently furniſh 'out Opportunities and Supplies, 
to thoſe who-are ſceking-to gratifie their unclean 
Lufts, or greedy Rapine, as ſet our exceſſive Stores 
of Wine to thoſe, who are playing Prizes in Ex- 
«cels, and contelt like Profeſt Champions in De- 

bauchery, 
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bauchery. He miniſters to other Mens Sins in 
both theſe Caſes, only in the two former he helps 
them to (in again(t their Brethren, but in this laſt 
againſt their own ſelves. | 


He was very ſizcere , and plain-hearted in his 
Speeches and Profe//ions, making this his Rule, 
never 10 promiſe any thing 5 but what hz intended 
exactly to keep, and to mark down what he had. 
promiſed , leſt he ſhould forget it. Nay, even 
in Civilities and Ccremonious Addreſſes, where- 
in the World are moſt ſubject to tranſgreſs , the 
Meaſure whereby he govern'd himſelf was , that 
he might ſafely ſpeak leſs, but mever profeſs more 


than he meant, nor tell a Lye even in Complement. 


In his Dealings he would be juſt, not daring , 
I will not fay to Cozen by Down-right Fraud and 
Falſeneſs, but even to prey on others by over-reach 
of Wit and Skill, in Play, or Buſineſs : or if at 
any time he forgot himſelf in this Point ,. he,dur(t 
not reſt, without finding out ſome way to make 


Reſtitution of it, Nay, in his Paſtimes, he was 


Conſcientiouſly careful , not only of the Honeſty 
and Fairneſs , of his getting , but alſo of the Abt- 
lity of others loſing to him.: And ſome Men of 
mean Eſtates, being, forward to mix-themſelves-with 
Perſons of Quality - in:their Diverſions, when , by 
their forwardneſs to Wage with him, he has fair- 
ly won what he thought their Family at Home 
would find a want of , he has taken Care ſecret- 
ly to convey it back to. the Wife and Children, 


without the Profuſe Husband's knowing any thing 
| 0 
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of it. This charitable Care and Chriſtian Ten- 
derneſs, was very agreeable with that Rule he 
had ſet himſelf in his Diverſions, which was zo 
be no gainer. by any Games, but what he liſt ſhould 
£0 as the Price of his own Pleaſure, but what he 
won ſhould accrue to the Poor, aud the Needy ſbould 


be his Recervers. 


As his Juſtice was - Exemplary and Great, fo 
his Charity was Noble and Eminent, He would do 
generous and noble Things, and theſe he loved, 
fo far as he could, to ſteal in upon the World, 
and carry fo private, that unleſs the Deed pro- 
claim'd it ſelf, there ſhould be no expettation 
1ais'd, nor noiſe made of it ; hoping thereby to 
ſecure a greater Purity of Intention in the Good 
he did, and intitle it the more to his Reward, 
who ſees uw hat is done 1n ſecret. In diſtributing 
his Alms , his Rule was firit 9 di/tizeniſh between 


'Objefts , that he might give wiſely, to ſupply 


real Wants, not to ſupport Idleneſs, and then 
ro give freely and liberally, with all ſecrecy. In 
purſuance of his compaſſionate Senſe of poor 
Peoples Neceſlities, he would ſometimes take oc- 
caſion privately to vilit them, and give them 
Relief. And. being more eſpecially ſenſible of the 
oreat Miſeries they ſuffer in Sickneſs, which by 
a little Phyſick ſeaſonably adminiſtred would of- 
tentimes ſoon be ended, and thereby they be both 
eas'd of their uncomfortable Diſtempers, and en- 
abled more ſpeedily to return to their Employ- 
ments to maintain themſelves and their Fami- 
lies : Fe agreed with a Phyfician for a yearly 

Penſion 
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Penſion to take care of all the Sick Poor of his 
own Pariſh, and ply them with Remedies p:o- 
per for their Diſtempers, requiring him to ſay 
nothing of this his Exemplary , and wilely cho. 
ſen becauſe moſt wanted Charity, being care- 
ful only to ſecure to himſelt che Virtue of the 
Act, and then let who would have the Praiſe 
and Honour of it. Out of his ſincere Zeal for 
the Honour of God, and the Beauty of his Houſe 
and Worſhip , he has adorn'd the Quire of this 
Church, and nobly augmented our Furniture of 
Communion-Plate. Upon the Death of his ex- 
cellent Lady, beſides his Liberality to every ad- 
jacent Pariſh for a preſent Diſtribution, he allot- 
ted a conſiderable Sum-to the uſe of the Poor for 
a perpetual Settlement. And now at his own 
Death, he has given a much greater for the uſe of 
the Poor of this Pariſh, and reſtored two Impro- 
priations, one whereof is very conſiderable, to 
the Church; viz. the Impropriate Tythes of this 
Pariſh of Coles-Hill, and of the Pariſh of Upper- 


Whitacre , to thoſe two reſpective Churches. The - 


Beſtowing of the two Impropriations, was a thing 
he had fully deſign'd in the time of his Health. 
For as for Upper-Whitacre, he had purchaſed it 
with a Deſign of annexing it, the Summer be- 
fore he died. And as for Coles-Hil!, by a ſol:mn 
Paper left Sign'd with his own Hand, to provide 
againſt all Caſualties, left he ſhould die betcre he 
had accompliſhed what he intended, he took care 
to tell his ſurviving Relations, how upon mature 
Study and Deliberation, he was alſo fully and 
Religiouſly reſolved to reſtore it, which, as he 
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words it, belonging to the Church by ſeveral Titles, ought 
not to be withheld. Theſe are noble inſtances of an ex- 
rraordinary Piety towards God, and Generous atte&ti- 
on to the Churchof En2/azd, for whoſe encourage- 
ment he defign'd them, for which God, I doubt not, 
has rewarded him, and all future Ages ſhall cele- 
brate his memory and call him BleTed, whilſt thi; 
Church and State ſhall ſtand, 


This was the Charity of his Purſe. And as for 
all the other inſtances of Charity in converſation, 


as long-ſuffering , crvility in carriage, mercifulneſs , 


| Canaor in paſſing interpretations, Patience upon Indi; - 


mities, and the like , without which, as St. Paul 
+ ſays, giving all our Goods to feed the Poor will jj:- 
nifie nothing : he had an equal Regard, and conſcien- 
tious care of them too. His Religion did not 
ſowre into moroſeneſs, nor his ſ{cverities to hin- 
{elf render him peeviſh and uncaſie towards others. 
To ſet him out to your 1mitation in all the virtues 
of Converſation, I ſhall not deſcribe his carriage 
in all the Particulars, which would take up .too 
much time, but rather chuſe to ſet down the 
Rules whereby he govern'd himſelf, which will 
be, as the more compendious, fo I hope as profi- 
table a way for thoſe, who are diſpoſed to follow 
him. Thoſe Rules, as they appear in his own 
Papers, were ſuch as theſe; viz. ro croſs himſelf 
in any eager deſire, and in things moſt to his own 
Humonr ; to prefer others eaſe before his own; not 
zo neglect, or over look the meaneſt Perſon ; to ſtoop 
ro the weaneſt offices to do others kinaneſſes ; not to 
be high in bis expeCtations from others ( one of the 

beſt 
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beſt Securities againſt being exceptious ) to own the 
leaſt kindneſs he had receiv'd, and be really inclined 
to return it; to foroet all injuries done to him, and 
ſtifle all thonehts of reſenting them; not to ſpeak at a 
venture, without thinking; whenſoever he propoſed any 
Reaſons, to do it with a modeſt deference ; not to m:n: 
tion any thing to his own Praiſe ; nor to diſcommend 
others ; nor to ſtrive to out-do, or vie in the leaſt mat- 
ters, Theſe, and ſuch like , were the Maxims, 
he propoſed to live by in converſing with others, 
and whereby he judg'd himſelf in his retirements 
and ſelf examinations. And the Effet of them 
was an{werable, in a truly humble, courteous, and 
obliging carriage. He was careful not to paſs «z- 
juſt cenſures, nor ſhew any unchriſtian violence which 


might caule juſt offence, even to his enemies, and 


to thoſe he moſt oppoſed in intereſts and opinions : 
making it his frequent Prayer, to help it the better 
into his daily Prattice, that with j»/# Zeal againſt 
their Errors, he might ſtill preſerve all de Charity 
for their Per/ozs, and never uſe any ſinful meansand 
unlawful expedients, in oppoſing the worſt things, 
or purſuing the moſt Pious, Publick, and generous 
ends in the World. 


As he was thus careful to praCtiſe this excellent 
virtue of charity himſelf, ſo was he very Studious 
to maintain it among others. He ſought to deſerve 
the title of a Peace-maker, and when he heard ot 
differences ready to flame out, would interpolſe him- 
ſelf a proteftor of the oppreſſed Parties , and hear 
complaints and pleadings, and compoſe and adjult 
differences, and if the Authority of Reaſon and Re- 
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ligion would not do, make uſe of the Power he had 
over his ſeats and Dependants, not allowing them. 
to commence Suits for Redreſs, till they had firſt 
co.n:plained to him , and ſeen whar Redreſs he 
could make them. 


In ſum, he was a well-ſtudied, and improved 
Chriſtian, able to plead for Virtue and Goodneſs, 
with ſuch Reaſon and Argument , as might be- 
come a Preacher, and caretul to praQtiſe it with 
ſuch exaCtneſs, as might adorn a Cloyffer. He 
was a Perſon of very ſincere and warm Devotion, 
a moſt Religious Honourer of God, and of the 
Clergy for God's and their FunCtion's ſake, an 
aftectionate admirer of true Virtue and Worth 
whereſoever he found it, a ſincere and zealous Son 
of the Church of Enzland, in whole Communion 
he lived and died, defiring above all things in his 
laſt Extremities, to receive the Holy Sacrament 
and Prieſtly Abſolution according to its order and 
appointment, and a faithful and ſerviceable Sub- 
ject to the King. He was ſtrict in his Truſts, 
faithful and aQtive in his Friendſhips, a dutiful Son, 
a diſcreet and loving Husband, a good and careful 
Maſter to his Servants, and in the inclination of his 
Mind, and according tothe opportunities of his Life, 
an univerſal Friend and BenefaQtor unto all. 


This is ſuch an Account , as T thought fit to give 
ycu of this Place, of this truly Pious and Exem- 
plary Soul. - And I have choſe to give it, not ſo 
much from general Characters of his Perſon, as par. 
txcul:r Relations of his Practice, both becaule this is 


moſt 
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moſt Honourable to him, there being no way ſo ad- 
vantageous of drawing out excellent Perſons, as by 
ſhewing the Draught they have made of themſelves, 
their own Praiſe-worthy Deeds making them more 
truly illuſtrious, than all the Paint and Varniſh of 
abſtracted Eloquence : and eſpecially becauſe this is 
of more uſe, and-a better help to imitation. For 
however ſome Perſcns may hear general Charatters 
with more approbation and applauſe, as thinking 
they ſhew more of Fancy and Wit than plain Nar- 
ratives of Fact : yet the expoling of their particular 
Performances,of the Rules they obſery*d in governing 
themſelves, and of their wiſe and worthy AQtions, 
is that which is like to gain moſt Followers, and 


turns moſt to Profit in all great Examples. This. 
goes before Men in the way, and marks out the very. 


ſeps they have troden , and ſo plainly ſhews and aſ- 


ſures the Path to all that have a Mind to follow after - 


them. God grant us all the Grace to imitate theſe, 
and other his Virtues after his Death , which we 
had ſo juſt Reaſon to admire, and bleſs God for 


in his Life; and then we need not fear at laſt to in- 


herit thoſe great Rewards and glorious Promiſes, 
which we have reaſonable Grounds to believe he: is 


now an happy Sharer of. 
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I. He Meaſures of Chriſtian Obedience : Or, 

A Diſcourſe ſhewing what Obedience is in- 
difpenſably neceſſary to a Regenerate State, and 
what Dctetts are conſiſtent with it, for the Promo- 
tion of Piety, and the Peace of "Troubled Conſci- 
ences. By John Kettlarell, Vicar of Col:s- Hill in 
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4. A S:rmon Preached at the Worceſter-Fealt , by 
George Walls Maſter of Arts, and Student of Chri/t- 
Church, Oxon. Quarto, price ſtitcht 6. 4. 

6. The Treaſures of the Sea, A Sermon preached 
to the Mariners, by W:;zam Thomp/on, In Quarto, 
price ſtitcht 6, 4. 

6. An 


PR. 


e 


5 


6. An Help and Exhortation to worthy Communi- 
cating: Or, a Treatiſe deſcriving the Meaning, Wor- 
thy Reception, Dury-an1 Bunetits of the Holy Sacra- 
ment, and anſwering the Doubts of Conſcience, and 
other Reaſons, which moſt generally detain Men from 
It 3 together with Suitable Devorions added. - By John 
K<til:ivel!, Vicar of Coles-Hill in Warwickſhire. In 
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7. Two hundred Queries Mo erately propounded, 
concerning the Doctrine of the Revolution of Humane 
Souls, an-1ts Conformity to the Truths of Chriſtianity. 
In Oct vo, price Found 1 5.6 4. 

8. A Scrmon preached at the Church of St. Bridzer, 
on E ifter-T ueſdy, being the firſt of April 1684. Before 
the Right Honourable Sir Henry Tulſe Mayor of London. 
By George Hicks D. D. Dean of Worceſter, and Chaplain 
in ordinary to his Majeſty. In Quarto, price ſtitcht 6 4. 
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price bound 6. 4. 

10. A gocd Subject : Or, the right Teſt of Re'igion 


* and Loyalty. In a Sermon, preached Fay the 17h at the 


laſt Summer Atizes held at Buckinzhem, for the County 
of Buckin-him, B:fore the Lord Chief Baron Mounta- 
gue, and Sir Richard Hollow:y Knight, Joha Culling Eſq; 
High Sheriff. By Lewis 4rrerbary, D. D. 

11. A Dillertation concerning the Pre-cxiſtency of 
Souls : Wherein the ſtate of the Queſtion 1s briefly un- 
unfolded , and divers Argaments and ObjeCtions on 
both ſides alledged and anſwered 3 and a free Judgment 
concerning the Sum of the Controverfie allowed to 
every one. Being Originally written in the Latine 
Tongue, ſeveral years ſince, by the Learned C. P, and 
now made Engliſh by D.F. D. P. upon the recommen- 
dation of F. 1M. H. their Friend. In Twelves, price 1 s. 

12. The Hittory of 1/f Baſja Captain General of the 


. Ottoman Army at the Invaſion of Caxdia. In Oftavo, 
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13. Animadverſions oa Dr. 'Burzer's Hiſtory of 'the 
Rights of Princes in the Diſpoſing of Ecclefialtical Be- 
nekices and Church Lands. In a Letter to a Friend. 
In Quarto, price 3 4. 

14. A Dilcourle Explaining tlie Nature of Edifica- 
tion. Both of particular Ferſons in private Graces, and 
of the Church in Unity and Peace. And ſhewing that 
we muſt not break Unity and publick Peace, for ſup- 
poſed Means of better Edifying in private Virtues. ' In 
a Viſitation S2rmon at Coventry, May 7. 1684. By John 
Kettlewell Vicar of Coles Hill in Warwickſhire. In 
.Quarto, price 6 4. 

1:5, A Funeral Sermon for the Right Honourable, the 
:Lady Frances Digby, who deceaſed at Coles-Hallin War- 
wickſhire, on the 29 of Septemb. 168 4. By Fohn Kettlewell, 
Vicar of Coles- Hill inM/arwickſhire. In Quarto, price 6 .d. 

16. The Paradoxical Diſcourſes of F. M. Van Hel. 
-»0#t, COncerning the Macroco/om and Microcoſm of the 
Greater and Leſſer World, and their Union. Set down 
in Writing by 7. B. and now publiſhed. In Octavo, 
price bound 2 xs. 6 4. 

17. A Diſcourſe on Perſecution, or Suffering foe 
-Chriſs ſake. Clearing the Notion of it; And making a 
Diſcrimination of Ja/# from Unjuft Pretenſions to it. And 
paſſionately recommending True Chriſt:az Suffering to 
all thoſe who ſhall be calld thereto. Occaſionally 
Repreſenting the Folly and Sinfulneſs of 11legal, Arbi- 
irary Courſes for the Prevention of it, and the Security 
of our Church. By John Howel, A. M. ReGtor of 
Radnor Nowa 1n the County of Radnor. | 

The Reliziow Loyaliſt: Or, a good Chriſtian taught 
haw tobe a Faithful Servant both to God and the King. 

Ina ”YiſitationSermoz: Preached at Coles- H:1l in Warwick- 
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